
•Quelles stratégies pour économiser l’eau ?
•What strategies for water savings ?
• Regards croisés européens  – Sharing European views
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Tulelake Irrigation District (Mateos et al., 2000)
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horticultural crop maize-type crop

1) land is limiting    
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(Berbel, Mateos, 2014)

2) water is limiting    
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Conclusions

• The effect of improving unit irrigation efficiency on basin irrigation 
efficiency is highly dependent on the hydrological arrangement of the 
irrigation units

• In closed basins, water is conserved only by reducing evapotranspiration

• The improvement of irrigation efficiency may entail an increase of water 
consumption (“rebound effect”)

• There is the temptation of investing “water savings” into an expansion of 
irrigated area, increasing water consumption (“rebound effect”)

• [There are good reasons to improve on-farm irrigation efficiency]
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Thank you !


